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November 16, 1999

Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: The Independent Telephone Companies
CC Docket No. 98-170
Petition for Temporary, Limited Waiver
Filed November 10, 1999

Dear Ms. Salas:

RECEIVED

NOV 16 1999

,;>,;(..l1Al. GOMMUNiCATlONS COMltJ85IO"Ii
')fI'Ir,E Of 1lIE SfDETNlY

On behalfof Sledge Telephone Company and Lakeside Telephone Company, Inc., we are
transmitting the Declarations ofRobert O. Sledge bearing an original signature. On November 10,
1999, the referenced Petition was filed with the Declarations bearing facsimile signatures.

Please associate the Declarations with the captioned Petition.

Should you have any questions, please contact this office.

Very truly yours,

{)v~f\~
Mar;~et Nyland '

Attachments
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LAKESIDE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC.

ZOZ-Z96-8893 T-593 P 03/03 F-Z43

Lakeside Telephone Company, inc. (the "Company") provides exchange and exchange
access s~r"ices to approximaTely 400 lines in Mississippi. The Company is a member of the
United StaTes Telecom ASSocIation t"USTA") and is a rural telephone company under the
Communicanons AI.:t of 1934 as amended. The Company utihzes Communications Data Group
CCDG") tor The pTv"ision of billing software and uses llllumin~r as Its clearinghouse for casual
.:aIling and alternate sel"iice provider billing and collection arrangements. The Company is
concenu'ating its effons on Year 2000 .;~su~s. hl June, 1999, the Company contacted CDO widl
respect to the FCC's Truth-in-Billing ("DB") requiremenTs. CDG informed the Company by
memoranduDl dared November 3, 1999, that 11 will not be capable ofproYiding the na;essary
software updates required to comply with the TiB mquiIy conract and separate provider
requiremenTs at dlis time. Specifically. the need for this waiver arises in light of the fact that The
Company cunently provldes billing and collection set"\tices. tor casual calling and altemare
service providers and thaI the Company is not yet capable ot" hstmg inquhy contaCts on bills for
these providers. In addition, this waiver is necessary bc:cause the non-n~cwring charges and
credits tOr rhe carriers for which the Company provi<ks I-+- billing and collection servIces
currenLly are aggregated ""ilb other non-recurring charges and credilS in the local service sectIon
of the Company's bill, and the Comp;aly ii ::.O! yet capable of separating these credits and
charges by service provider. Accordingly, the Company requests that these TlB requirements be
~xtended to April 1,2000, the date that cenain other TIB rule requirements are to be etlective.
The Company will, however, tmgag~ in proper testing and will continue to work with iTS
clearinghouse and software vendor to coordinate tbe rc.iolution of this issue_ Until the requested
waivel- expires. the Conlpany will continue to provide its contact number (0 customers with
questions concerning ch<uges of particular carriers, and will facilitate Ihe custOIDel·'S dIun to

contact such carriers.

DECLARATION OF ROBERT O. SLEDGE

1, Robert 0_ Sledge, President of Lakeside Telephone Company, Inc. CLakeside") do
hereby declare under penalTies ofperjury that I have read~ foregoing "Petition for Temporary,
Limited Waiver," and the information contained th . describes the statUS ofLakeside's TJB
compliance and is true and accurate to the beSt of owl d belief

Dale /i!Y; ..L-4-'::::",/JL-:......:..- :o.-_r---:~

_____ 0°_ • •
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SLEDGE TELEPHONE COMPANY

202-296-8893 T-593 P 02/03 F-243

Sledge Telephone Company (the "Company") provides exchange and exchange access
5ervices to approximately 600 lines in Mississippi. The Company is a member of the Unired
Srates Telecom Association ("USTA") and is a rural telephone company under the
Communications Act of 1934 as amended. The Company utilizes Communications Data Group
(""eDG") for the provision of billing sofuvare and uses Illuminer as Its clearinghollse for casual
callIng and alternate $en'i~e provIder bl~in.~an.d colJection arrangements. The Company is
concenwuing its etTorts on Year 2000 issues_ In JWle, )999, the Company contacfed COG with
respect to the FCC's Truth-in-Billing ("TIB") requirements. COG informed dle Company b}
memorandwn dared November 3, 1999, that it 'Will not be capable of provIding the necessary
sott~are updates required to comply with the TIB inquiry contact and separate provider
requirements at this time. Specifically, the need for thIS \\'aiver aris~s in light ofdIe fact that the
Company CUITently provides billing and collection services for l:asuaJ calling and alternate
service provider~ and that the Company is not yet capable of listing inquiry contacts on bills for
these providers. In addIIion, this waiver IS necessary because the non-recurring charges and
credits for the CaJ!1ers for which the Company provides 1-to billing and collection services
cun"ently are aggregated with other nonrre:;u::-rillg charges and credits in the local seJ"\lice section
ofrhe Company's bill, and t:he Company is nor yet capable of separating these credits and
charges by se:rvice provider. Accordingly, the Company requests that these TIB requirements be
ext~nded to April L 2000, the date £hat certain other TlB role requirements are to be effective.
The Company will, howe'o'er, engage in proper testing and will continue to work with its
deaJ.lnghouse and sofrware \-cndor TO coordinate the resoluuon ofIhis issue. Until the requested
waiver expires, the Company \\'ill continue to provide its contact number to customers with
questions conceming charges ofpank'Ular carriers, and will facilitate the customer's effon TO

contact such Can"ieTS.

DECLARATION OF ROBERT 0. SLEDGE

r, Robert O. Sl~dge, President of Sledge Telephone Company (""Sledge") do hereby
declare under penalties ofpeIjmy that 1 have read the foregoing "Petition for Temporary,
Limited Waiver," and the Information contained ther' describes the status of Sledge's TIB
compliance and is true and accurate to the best ~ff~o~1jge,' 0 ation, and belief

Datei!.llk- ~~~""::'-'-=--:"'--.-,<:-1-+::::""::-7J~;t.-
RoOe:1"'t O. Sledge
President


